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Dear Sirs

Re: Grimsby to Walpole Pylon route 
Welton le Marsh Parish Council strongly objects to the proposed plan by the National Grid to erect 50m pylons along the coastal plain of East Lindsey.  The Parish Council acknowledges the need for increased electricity supply but does not accept that the cables have to pass through the area on pylons.  The Parish Council supports the cables being routed  via the North Sea.

1. The erection of these pylons will have an adverse effect on the beauty and rural nature of the coastal strip, major factors which bring tourism. They will be visible from the AONB and along the whole of the coastal plain.  The resultant negative effect on the tourism industry will seriously impact the profitability of businesses and the employment and livelihoods of people living in the area.

Tourism is the major industry in this area bringing £824.2million of investment .

The Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty saw £219million of economic impact, and the District's coastlines, recorded £626.5million of investment, a 31.1% increase from the previous year.    4.48million people visited East Lindsey in 2022, up 19%, with 1.92million staying in the District and over 2.5 million visiting for the day.

£173million was spent in the shops and over £163million in its cafes, restaurants, and bars.

8,918 tourism-related jobs were maintained and supported in East Lindsey throughout 2022, the third highest figure since 2011 and showing nearly a full recovery to the pre-pandemic levels of employment in the sector.

(Source- Global Tourism Solutions report 2022)

Employment in the area is very sensitive to outside factors and through the efforts of the authorities, agencies and local businesses there has been a decrease in unemployment during the year ending September 2023 to 3.1% compared to 5.1% the previous year.  (Source:  Office for National Statistics) Any reduction in tourism will inevitably have an adverse effect.

2. The erection of pylons will adversely affect the value of homes and holiday accommodation close to the route

Studies have shown that properties located close to pylons experience a significate decrease in value.  As property prices in this area are already low compared to the East Midlands and the national average, this puts those living near the pylons at a serious risk of financial loss, negative equity and considerable disadvantage when wishing to sell their property.

The Parish Council urges the National Grid to route the cables via the North Sea.

Yours faithfully

Mrs J. Cooper

Parish Clerk

